
Residential Architects vs Residential Building Designers 
vs Drafting Services 

 
Most people don’t really know what their options are when it comes to designing a high 
quality home that will genuinely meet their needs. Within those needs it has to be 
understood that we mean financial needs as well. 
In Queensland you have three options available to you to produce a set of house plans for 
construction purposes. They are: 
 
Residential Architects 

§ Very expensive. 
§ Very creative. 
§ Little concern about your budget. Not trained in building cost estimating. 
§ Often want full control over the design often with little consideration or 

consultation with the builder and engineer involved in actually delivering the 
solution. 

 
Building Designers 

§ Represent value for money. 
§ Have a strong practical building background. 
§ Create solutions that are financially realistic yet creative and beautiful. 
§ Consultative approach. 

 
Residential Draftsmen 

§ Will draw what is provided. 
§ Low cost solution. 
§ Good for simple designs where the concept design is already presented. 

 
Quality builders will tell you that Qualified Building Designers offer the best value solution 
hands down every time. In Queensland there is absolutely no difference in the work that 
can be done by a qualified building designer as opposed to a residential architect. There 
are some differences in education and regulation but the reality is that around 75% of all 
residential dwellings in Queensland are designed by Qualified Building Designers. 
 
A Building Designer must be licensed with the Queensland Building Services Authority to 
the level of accreditation that is suitable to the work being done. 
But the most important difference is the one relating to building and engineering costs. If 
you have no concern over your budget and have extremely deep pockets then by all 
means engage a residential architect. If you want a solution that will meet your budget 
then residential architects should be avoided. 
 
No matter what your budget you need to know that the home you design is going to 
come as close to that budget as possible. A building designer will take all your 
requirements and ideas and mold them in to a beautiful house that you can afford to have.   
 


